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“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour." 

Alarming words.  

“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

As I was preparing to write this reflection, I found myself reflecting on how 

often we hear this phrase, and other similar phrases, from the mouth of Christ.  

I even went ahead to the next couple of weeks and looked at those Gospel readings. 

Starting this Sunday, and for the next three weeks, the Gospel’s end with a sort of dark 

passage that warns us of judgement and death.  

Something that we cannot avoid hearing throughout the Gospels is the topic of 

death, judgement, and the end of the world. 

 Throughout His ministry, Jesus is constantly warning us, regularly alluding to 

judgement, to the reality of hell, to the possibility of being left out. And as a people of 

God these topics are still relevant to us today. We read and think about them. I regularly 

hear of predictions about the end of the world, some people worry quite regularly about 

death, and others try to avoid thinking about death and judgement so as to avoid it’s 



reality. But, brothers and sisters, here we are and these words, this warning of Jesus is a 

reality.  

Now, I do not deny the end of the world will happen. In fact, the world will end 

at some point. This could be tomorrow, it could be in fifty years, it could be in five 

thousand years. I do not deny that there will be a final judgement. However, I think if 

we become fixated on some major event of the future we will miss the impact of what 

Jesus is saying to us. The warning for us, us to personally be prepared. 

Jesus’ warning is there to make us watchful. It is a warning about the future, but 

not simply the future. It is a warning for us to be prepared now. It is a warning for you 

and for me that judgement, that the end of the world, that the Bridegroom might return 

at a moment’s notice. When we solely turn a passage like this into a cosmic event to look 

for in the future, we miss the impact of the here and now, the radical call to be prepared. 

For us, the end of the world, the judgement, the return of Christ is extremely close. It 

can happen at anytime. The reality is that it will happen at our death. At our death, our 

personal death we meet the King. We do not need to be so fixated on the future, 

because our personal end is something that could happen at any moment.  

“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 



Again, alarming words. These words, the confrontation of our own death and 

judgement, could certainly make us tremble in fear. Maybe we ask ourselves what 

chance it is that we really have? Will I make it? Am I good enough? Look at my mistakes 

and failures. 

I think an answer to this problem, to the fear we have about the future, the fear 

of judgement, of being left out, is not something that should scare us. I propose rather 

that if we take Jesus’ words to heart, we can understand a sign of hope. The return of 

the Lord does not need to be a terrifying experience.  

I think that Paul explains this in the second reading today from his letter to the 

Thessalonians. Paul says to the community that “you may not grieve like the rest, who 

have no hope.” From the reading we can gather that the people must have been worried 

about their loved ones who had died. What had happened to them? Was it all over? But 

the command of Paul to them is to have hope that they are with Christ Jesus.  

Since we will all pass away, this directive is made to us too. This hope is a central 

message of Christianity. Despite any darkness that we might face: the darkness of evil, of 

sin, of pain and suffering, the terror of our own death and judgement, we are call to 

have hope, to be a people of hope. But where is the hope, who does the hope come 

from?  



As Christians we have the greatest, the only foundation of hope: Jesus Christ. 

He, the one who gives us all of these warnings, is also our hope. The reality for us, 

brothers and sisters, is that we have hope because we have Jesus Christ.  

But now comes the challenge. The challenge is that Christ demands a response. 

We can only claim to have faith and hope in Christ if we live our life for Him. We must 

prepare and wait in hope as we prepare for the return of the Lord. Referring back to our 

Gospel, we know that five of the virgins were wise and prepared for the arrival of the 

bridegroom, and we know that five were, foolish, unprepared and left out.  

So we too are called to make a choice. We are called to be prepared. And we 

prepare by living our life in service of the Lord. By serving our neighbor we are 

preparing for the judgement. Being a source of consolation to someone in despair, a 

listening ear for someone who needs to talk. We also prepare by making a choice to give 

priority to our faith to our God in prayer and in Sacraments. Making time for the Lord 

each day in prayer, passing on the faith to a loved one, confessing our sins in 

reconciliation. And perhaps, our greatest source of hope: here, the Eucharist, which we 

have just received. Jesus Christ who is here in our community now. This unites us with 

the Lord and allows us to prepare when He returns at the end of our lives. The same 

Lord that will return, is the Lord who we encounter now in this great mystery.  



And so I say again: “Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

But if we really prepare for this hour, it need not be a time of despair and darkness that 

we fear. Instead, we can live in hope knowing that it can be the greatest encounter one 

could ever experience with our Lord and God for all eternity.  

 


